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Rundown
Time Agenda

10:15 am Opening

10:20 am Welcome and Introduction
Mr Freeman Cheung, President of HKIQEP

10:25 am Introduction of Background and Context
Mr Freeman Cheung, President of HKIQEP

10:40 am Open Forum

11:40 am Closing Remarks

11:45 am End of the Event
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Mr Freeman Cheung
President of HKIQEP

Welcome and 
Introduction
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HKIQEP Overview

• HKIQEP was established in 2015 to 

develop and raise the standards of 

environmental professionals with a view to 

promoting Hong Kong as the Centre of 

Excellence in environmental services
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HKIQEP Vision
To develop Hong Kong as the Centre of Excellence for developing qualified 
environmental professionals in the Pearl River Delta (PRD) region.

HKIQEP Strategy
I. Developing a qualification process and registry of qualified 

environmental professionals
II. Creating a market demand for qualified environmental professionals
III. Strengthening environmental tertiary education
IV. Nurturing cross-disciplinary environmental professionals 
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HKIQEP Objectives
Promote, develop and maintain a qualification system for 
environmental professionals in Hong Kong:-
• to meet the current and future environmental expertise needs 

of Hong Kong; 
• to support the development of the environmental industry in 

Hong Kong; and 
• to maintain a register of suitably qualified environmental 

professionals in Hong Kong. 

Provide links between industry and the Hong Kong 
Governmental bodies and other organizations to 
ensure that environmental professionals remain 
dynamic and relevant to both industry and the 
community

Promote the advancement of 
environmental knowledge across 
different professional and industry 
sectors for the betterment of the 
environment of Hong Kong. 

Facilitate the exchange of ideas, knowledge and information 
between environmental professionals on current and 
emerging environmental-related challenges and risks, 
technologies, regulations, policies and stakeholder 
expectations by means of meetings and/or publications. 

Promote continuous 
professional development of 
environmental professionals 
to meet the changing needs 
of the society and the 
environment. 

Maintain the integrity and 
status of the environmental 
professionals and to 
represent them both to the 
public and to the Hong Kong
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General Council
President: Mr. Freeman Cheung Chun Ming
Vice-President: Dr. Peter Louie Kwok Keung
Vice-President: Prof. Alexis Lau Kai Hon
Honorary Secretary: Mr. Wilson Tsui Bing Cheung
Honorary Treasurer: Ms. Grace Kwok May Han
Councillor: Dr. Jeanne Ng Chi Yun
Councillor: Mr. Samuel Kwong
Councillor: Dr. Vincent Cheung Tsz Fai
Councillor: Prof. Jonathan Wong Woon Chung
Councillor: Mr. David Yeung Bing Kwan
Councillor: Dr. Billy Hau Chi Hang

Office Bearer 
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Honorary Advisors
Ir Dr Hon Lo Wai 
Kwok 

Prof. Christine Loh 
Kung-wai

Prof. Kin Che Lam 

Mr Eric Chiu Kin Fai 

Honorary Legal Advisor
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Committee

General Council

Accreditation Panel

Activities Committee 

Appeal Panel

External Liaison Committee

Membership and Disciplinary 
Panel

Professional Development Panel

Qualification Panel

Youth Committee

We operate through a 
committee/panel-based 
organizational structure with a clear 
set of Code of Conduct and Code of 
Ethics
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Membership Categories and Requirements

General 
Requirements

Student 
Member

Associate 
Member

Professional 
Member

Fellow*

Environmental 
degree

Attending No Yes No Yes -

Experience in 
environmental work

- 5 
years

- 10 
years

5 
years

15 years

Position of 
responsibility in 
environmental work

- - 3 years 5 years

Supporters 1 PM/F/FF 1 PM/F/FF 3 PM/F/FF 3 F/FF

Passed Qualification 
Process

- - Yes Yes

PM: Professional Member     F: Fellow     FF: Founding Fellow
* Fellow must be HKIQEP Professional Member
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Membership details 
(as of July 2023)

Number of members
Founding Fellow 37
Fellow Member 2
Professional Member 386
Associate Member 97
Student Member 147

Total 669

Top 3 Sectors*
1. Consultancy (34%) 

2. EPD (18%)

3. Contractor (12%)

*excluded student members
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Membership Composition 

As of 21 June 2023:
522 members
(excluding  147 
student members)

Top 3
1. Consultancy 

2. EPD

3. Contractor
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Recognition by Government
• Development Bureau (DevB)

Endorsed by the Engineering and Associated Consultants Selection Board (EACSB) as 
one of the qualification requirements for consultants to engage expertise as 
professionals in the environmental studies

• Environmental Protection Department (EPD)
Developed and launched the Certification Scheme for Air and Noise Modelling 
Professionals in collaboration with EPD to streamline the EIA and land use planning 
processes



Copyright ©2023 Hong Kong Institute of Qualified Environmental Professionals All Rights Reserved.

Recognition by Business Sector

14

45 entities have already pledged to support our qualified environmental 
professionals in their recruitment of environment-related positions, and to 
encourage existing staff members to pursue a HKIQEP qualification.
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HKIQEP Milestones so far…
• 2013: Kicked off discussions
• 2015: Incorporated and launched
• 2016: 1st round of qualification exam
• 2017: Corporate pledge recognition
• 2018: EACSB recognition
• 2019: Accreditation of UG programs
• 2020: Launch Graduate Environmental 

Mentoring Scheme (GEMS)
• 2022: Youth Summit
• 2023: Launch of GETS (Scheduled in Nov)

• Over 1,100 candidates took 
part in our qualification exam

15
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Further details will be updated in the QEP website, stay tuned!

• GETS: Graduate Environmental Training Scheme
• Fastest track to Professional Members: 2-3 years formal 

training and 1-2 years of responsible experience
• Launch of the event on 14th November 2023 (Annual 

Dinner)
• Cooperation with EPD and pledging companies and ~10 

outstanding candidates will be selected in this pilot 
scheme

Launch GETS in 2023
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Upcoming events

Qualification 
Process 
2023-24

Public 
consultation

Networking

Trainings and 
other CPD 
seminars

E.g. 
Annual Dinner, 

Site visits

E.g.
Expert Witness Course, 

RAQM with Youth 
Summit
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CONSULTATION: LEGALIZATION OF HKIQEP
就香港環專會成為法定團體之咨詢會
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Consultation - Introducing a Bill to Make 
Provision for the Incorporation of the Hong 
Kong Institute of Qualified Environmental 
Professionals 

Purpose
The Hong Kong Institute of Qualified Environmental Professionals is 
soliciting views from stakeholders for the incorporation of the Institute 
by statute so that it will be a legal entity with perpetual succession  to 
ensure the existence and independence of the Institute in the long run
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The Reason 
National Policy 
• To achieve carbon peaking in 2030 and carbon neutrality goals in 2060 
• To establish a green, low-carbon and circular economy 
• New infrastructure and environmental-related initiatives will need to be implemented 

in Hong Kong as well as in the Greater Bay Area (GBA) within the next few decades 
• It is important to address the question of whether we have the volume of quality skills 

and expertise to meet these challenges

Long-term Youth Development 
• President Xi Jinping of the People's Republic of China, in his important speech 

delivered to the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, reiterated 
that:

“A nation will prosper only when its young people thrive”,
“Hong Kong will prosper only when its young people thrive”,
“Hong Kong will develop only when its young people achieve well-rounded 
development”,
“Hong Kong will have a bright future only when its young people have good career 
prospects”.
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The Benefits – Job Creation

• Growing demand for skilled environmental professionals in environmental 
sustainability, climate change and carbon neutrality 

• More quality jobs for our future and young generations to pursue green and 
sustainable career by providing a clear professional pathway

• Enhancing the qualifications of these professionals could create new job 
opportunities in various sectors such as:
• Renewable energy;
• Energy efficiency;
• Sustainable transportation;
• Sustainable agriculture;
• Waste management; and 
• Environmental consulting
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The Benefits – Attracting Investment

• Qualified environmental professionals could also help in securing 
financing for environmentally sustainable projects:
• By providing technical expertise to assess the feasibility of projects and 

identifying potential environmental risks and opportunities
• Conducting environmental due diligence to assess the environmental 

risks and opportunities associated with an investment, including the 
assessment of its environmental impacts, the regulatory compliance of 
the project, and the potential for environmental liabilities

• Reviewing the Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 
disclosures and providing independent professional verification to 
ensure that the investment aligns with ESG criteria

• With the quality in assessment and scrutinization, this could attract 
investors who are interested in ESG-related investments.
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The Benefits 
– Improving Environmental Performance

• Environmental professionals with expertise in sustainability could help 
companies by improving their environmental performance:
• By reducing their carbon footprint; and 
• Meeting ESG-related targets

• Developing the qualification of the environmental professionals could 
motivate and attract young talents to join the profession due to the 
importance of their future work in addressing:
• Climate change and carbon neutrality;
• Protecting natural resources; and 
• Promoting sustainability to make a positive impact.
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• The Institute was established to promote, develop and maintain a qualification system 
covering the professional assessment of all six environmental areas:

1. Environmental science, management and policy;
2. Air;
3. Noise;
4. Environmental impact assessment and hazard assessment;
5. Waste; and 
6. Water 

• More than 1,100 participants have taken part in the closed-book examinations from 2015 to 
2022

• The Institute is now a local body with a growing professional membership of more than 660 
Hong Kong-based professionals working in the environmental protection industry both in 
Hong Kong and the GBA

• The profession of the qualified environmental professionals is well-established and highly-
respected

• Qualified environmental professionals play an important role in:
• Meeting the current and future environmental expertise needs;
• Supporting the development of the environmental industry; and 
• Maintaining a register of suitably qualified environmental professionals in Hong Kong.

The Institute of Qualified Environmental 
Professionals’ Qualification System 
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Experience in all Aspects of Environmental 
Protection in Hong Kong

• Our Pledged Companies have supported the continuous professional development of 
qualified environmental professionals and pledged to recognize qualifications 
accredited by the Institute for environment-related positions.

• The Youth Summit 2022 discussed and demonstrated how young environmental 
professionals across different sectors could take an active role in achieving carbon 
neutrality in the GBA.

• The Graduate Environmental Mentoring Scheme (GEMS) launched in response to the 
Government’s initiative under the Green Employment Scheme facilitated the 
continuous development of environmental graduates and connected the graduates and 
the environmental industries; 

• The Accreditation Scheme with a focus on encouraging academic institutions to 
provide environmental degree programmes with appropriate breadth in fundamental 
environmental principles and depth in specific areas, accredited various 
undergraduate programmes at the:
• Hong Kong University of Science and Technology; 
• The Chinese University of Hong Kong;
• Hong Kong Baptist University; and 
• The University of Hong Kong



Copyright ©2023 Hong Kong Institute of Qualified Environmental Professionals All Rights Reserved.

Experience in all Aspects of 
Environmental Protection in Hong Kong

• A certification scheme to identify and certify modelling practitioners was launched 
to support and encourage professional development in air and noise modelling.

• The development of an Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) programme 
with a focus on environmental and sustainability perspectives in the development of 
green finance in Hong Kong.

• Members actively participated and expressed environmental professional opinions in 
stakeholder engagement exercises in:
• Long-Term Decarbonisation Strategy;
• Land Supply for Hong Kong;
• Promoting the Use of Electric Vehicles;
• Securities and Futures Commission’s Consultation Paper on the Management 

and Disclosure of Climate-related Risks by Fund Managers;
• Waste Disposal (Charging for Municipal Solid Waste) (Amendment) Bill 2018;
• Public Consultation on the Producer Responsibility Scheme on Plastic Beverage 

Containers;
• Clean Air Plan for Hong Kong 2035; and 
• Chief Executive’s Policy Addresses.
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Financial Implications
• The proposed incorporation of the Hong Kong Institute of Qualified 

Environmental Professionals does not relate to any public expenditure, 
political structure or the operation of the Government and has no 
financial implication.

Consultations of Stakeholders
• The Institute has long-standing support from the Environment and Ecology Bureau 

and Environmental Protection Department in the pursue of a qualification system and 
the continuous development for environmental professionals

• This support has been instrumental in recognizing the importance of professional 
qualifications in tackling global challenges, and in meeting the increasing demand 
for skilled environmental professionals 

• We are now inviting various stakeholders to offer their views before the introduction 
of the Bill to the Legislative Council according to the Rules of Procedures

• Please feel free to use the appended Reply Slip to provide your valuable views or 
comments to the above proposal
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Introduction To Private Member Bill
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Private Member Bill

Under Article 74 of the Basic Law, bills which do not relate to public
expenditure, political structure or the operation of the Government may be
introduced individually or jointly by Members. As for bills relating to
Government policies, the written consent of the Chief Executive is required
before they can be introduced by Members.
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THE PROCEDURES FOR INTRODUCING BILLS 
INTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

MEMBERS’ BILLS 

Consultation • Before a Member introduces a bill, he or she must first consult the relevant 
Legislative Council Panel on a draft of the bill and may consult the parties 
affected by the bill. 

Law drafting 

• The Member who intends to introduce a bill is responsible for the drafting of 
the bill. The introduction of a Member’s bill requires a certificate issued by the 
Law Draftsman of DoJ that the bill conforms to both the form of bills according 
to the Rules of Procedure of the Legislative Council of the HKSAR and the 
general form of Hong Kong legislation. 

Introduction 
of bills 

• The Member may send a notice of his or her intention to present the bill to the 
Clerk to the Legislative Council. 

• For a "private bill" , the Member is required to publish the bill in two successive 
publications of the Gazette and the notice of the bill is required to be advertised 
twice in two daily newspapers published in Hong Kong, one being a Chinese 
language newspaper and the other an English one. For a public bill which 
concerns the public at large, the Clerk to the Legislative Council causes the text 
of the bill and its explanatory memorandum to be published in the Gazette. 

• The President of the Legislative Council will rule on whether the Member’s bill 
can be introduced. 
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Polling 
Questions
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Polling Questions
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Polling Question #1
請問你是否支持環保專業化？

Do you support the professionalization of 
environmental protection?

○支持 Support

○不支持 Do not support
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Polling Question #2
你是否支持HKIQEP成為法定團體推動環保專業化？

Do you support HKIQEP becoming a statutory body
to promote the professionalization of
environmental protection?

○支持 Support

○不支持 Do not support

○沒有意見 No opinion
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Polling Question #3
你認為環保專業化有否對於年青人的職業發展產生幫助？

Do you think environmental protection
professionalization has been helpful for the career
development of young people?

○5 - 有很大程度 Very helpful
○4 - 有相當程度 To a considerable extent
○3 - 有一定程度 To some extent
○2 - 有輕微程度 To a slight extent
○1 - 有極少程度 To a very low extent
○0 - 完全沒有 Not helpful at all
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Polling Question #4
你認為環保專業化能否吸引人才加入環保專業嗎？

Do you think environmental protection
professionalization can attract talents to join the
environmental protection profession?

○5 - 有很大程度 Very attractive
○4 - 有相當程度 To a considerable extent
○3 - 有一定程度 To some extent
○2 - 有輕微程度 To a slight extent
○1 - 有極少程度 To a very low extent
○0 - 完全沒有 Not attractive at all
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Polling Question #5
你覺得環保專業化對於環保業界於大灣區的發展有否幫助？

Do you think the professionalization of environmental
protection is of great help to the development of the
environmental protection industry in the GBA?

○5 - 有很大程度 Very helpful
○4 - 有相當程度 To a considerable extent
○3 - 有一定程度 To some extent
○2 - 有輕微程度 To a slight extent
○1 - 有極少程度 To a very low extent
○0 - 完全沒有 Not helpful at all
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Open Forum
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Open Forum – Ground Rules
• All participants who raise questions should identify themselves by 

stating their name and representing organisation.

• Each participant will be given a time limit of three minutes for raising 
their questions or feedback. The session will be recorded for 
documentation purposes.

• Participants are encouraged not to post any information or details 
about the session on their social media platforms.

• For the latest information about the consultation, participants are 
encouraged to refer to HKIQEP's official channels.

• Please be aware that the views expressed during the session may be 
included in the public consultation document. Any comments that 
participants wish to remain confidential should be indicated as 
such during or at the conclusion of the session. Participants who do 
not wish their names to be included on the list of participants 
should also inform us accordingly.
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Reply Slip
(to be returned on or before 20 August 2023)

@HKIQEP

Follow us on
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